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SHAME AND MEDICINE CONFERENCE 
WEDNESDAY 11th JUNE 2025 

 

09.00 – 09.25: Registration and refreshments  

09.25 – 
09.30 
 

WELCOME 
Prof Luna Dolezal, University of Exeter 
 

09.30 – 
10.30 
 

KEYNOTE  
Hidden Injuries of Medicine: Findings from a 5-year Empirical Study into Shame in Medicine 
Dr Matthew Gibson, Dr Farina Kokab and Dr Stephen Williams, University of Birmingham 
 

10.30 – 11.00: Break 

11.00 – 
12.00 

PANEL 1: ‘Patients, Shame and Stigma’ 
The Burden of Visibility: Functional Seizures and the Relational Experience of Shame 
Prof Paula Muhr, Brand University of Applied Sciences, Hamburg 
 
Beyond the Diagnosis: How Intersectional Identities Shape Stigma and Care in Skin NTDs 
Dr Monisha Madhumita, Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences, India 
 

12.00 – 13.00: Lunch 

13.00 – 
14.00  

LIGHTENING TALKS PANEL: ‘Interventions working with Shame’* 
Navigating Shame in Medical Museums 
Rebecca Lush, The University of Queensland   
 
Shame Competence Training in Patient Safety: An Innovative Course for Practicing Physicians 
Dr Michael Krasner, EmPRO Insurance Company & University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry
  
Inclusive Practice: Mitigating Shame in the Clinical Environment 
Dr Patricia Luck, University of Rochester School of Medicine & Dentistry  
 
Fostering Connection and Shame Resilience Through Self-Compassion in Medical Training  
Dr Gioconda Mojica, Houston McGovern Medical School  
 
*Each presentation is 10 minutes. There will be a 20-minute round table discussion after all the presentations. 
 

14.00 – 14.25: Break 

14.25 – 
15.25 

PANEL 2: ‘Shame and Public Health’  
Shaming the Non-Blood Donor in post-WWII Iran  
Dr Samin Rashidbeigi, Rice University   
 
Shame in Anti-Smoking and Weight-Loss Campaigns and Addiction: What We Can Learn 
Dr Sarah Malanowski and Dr Nicholas Baima, Florida Atlantic University  
 

15.25 – 15.45: Break 

15.45 – 
16.45 

PANEL 3: ‘Shame and Narrative Medicine’  
Narrative Medicine as an Antidote to Shame: A Close Reading of a Poem about Chronic Illness  
Dr Karen Gold, University of Toronto  
 
“A Piece of My Mind”: Shame and Identity Formation in Physician Narratives  
Dr R. Roxane Bodola, LSU Health Sciences Center, New Orleans  
 

16.45 – 17.00: Closing 

17.00 – 18.30: Reception, Camper Café, Queens Building, University of Exeter 

19.30: Conference Dinner - The Hall, Stepcote Hill, Exeter EX1 1BD (prior registration required) 



 

 

SHAME AND MEDICINE CONFERENCE 
THURSDAY 12th JUNE 2025 

 

09.00 – 09.30: Registration and refreshments  

09.30 – 
10.30 

INVITED SPEAKER PANEL 
Healing Together from Shame after a Medical Error   
Dr Diane Aubin, Healthcare Research Consultant 
 
Perfectionism in medicine – useful or a tyranny of shoulds? 
Dr Sandy Miles, Compass House Medical Centre, Brixham  
 

10.30 – 11.00: Break 

11.00 – 
12.30 

PANEL 4: ‘Clinician Shame’ 
Autistic Psychiatrists: Silenced by Shame. An Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis of the Reasons 
for Non-Disclosure and Avoiding Formal Diagnosis 
Dr Mary Doherty, University College Dublin  
 
Raising an Issue by Humiliating: Constructing Humiliating Interaction in Healthcare Organisation 
Ella Autti, University of Lapland   
 
Shame, Medical Malpractice, and the Law: A Comparative Study of Legal and Ethical Challenges in the 
UK and Nigeria 
Olagunju Adesewa Precious, Afe Babalola University, Nigeria  
 

12.30 – 13.30: Lunch 

13.30 – 
14.30  

LIGHTENING TALKS PANEL: ‘Interventions working with Shame’* 
Moving Shame 
Gemma Lucas, University of Exeter and Trevor Sytsma, Duke University 
 
Teaching Stigma in an Undergraduate Seminar 
Dr Sara Press, Harvard University  
 
Deconstructing and Reconstructing the Anatomy of the Physician: An Examination of the Body as a 
Place of Shame in Physician Identity Development 
Dr Sarah Kim, University of Toronto  
 
The Downplaying of Hepatitis C and its Consequences 
Dr Sarah Skyrme, University of Manchester  
 
*Each presentation is 10 minutes. There will be a 20-minute round table discussion after all the presentations. 

14.30 – 15.15 
Poster Session + Break 

15.15 – 
15.45 

INVITED SPEAKER  
Mapping the Landscape of Shame in Healthcare: Gains, Challenges, and Next Steps 
Dr Will Bynum, Duke University 
 

15.45 –  
16.00 

CLOSE 
Prof Luna Dolezal, University of Exeter 
 

 

  



 

 

SHAME AND MEDICINE CONFERENCE 
POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

 

After the Leprosaria: Dealing with Legacies of Shame in Place  
Sofia Bourantoni, University of Cambridge  
 
The Impact of Shame on Experiences of Maternity Care Amongst Higher Weight Women: A Meta-
Ethnography 
Jenny Cunningham, Kingston University [co-authors: Dr Mel Calestani, Kingston University & Dr Kirstie 
Coxon, University of Central Lancashire] 
  
Shame, Shame-Proneness and Developmental Trauma: A Systematic Review 
Vitoria Ibias Flach, The University of Edinburgh  
 
Shame as Violence in NHS Maternity Care: The Role of International Human Rights Law 
Frances Hand, University of Oxford 
 
Making Sense of Drug Use and Dependence—A Scoping Review of Mass Media Interventions Intended to 
Reduce Stigma Towards People Who Use Drugs 
Adam Holland, University of Bristol 
 
‘That’s What Makes People Embarrassed...Other People’s Reactions’.  Shaming Encounters and Fecal 
Incontinence  
Hannah Kimler, University of Edinburgh  
 
Shame, Loss and Healing: Experiences of Maternity Care as Stillbirth Bereaved Parents from 2010-2020 
Erin McCloskey, University of Liverpool 
 
Do LGBTQ+ People Have the Same Access to SARC Services as the Rest of the Population? 
Naomi Potts, Torbay and South Devon NHS Foundation Trust  
 
Leaky Masculinities and the Stigmatisation of Incontinence Pad Use 
Anna Rajala, Tampere University  
 
Emergency Department Staff Compassion is Associated with Lower Fear of Enacted Stigma Among Patients 
with Opioid Use Disorder 
Savannah Steinhauser, Cooper Medical School of Rowan University  
 

 


